
The Edvard Grieg Society of the Dakotas is pleased to announce a festival, “Northern Lights: Celebrating 
Grieg, Vinje, and Kjerulf,” to be held November 8-9 on the campus of Northern State University in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota. The festival will consist of concerts, a lecture, and panel discussion to 
commemorate the 175th jubilee of Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg, the 200th jubilee of Norwegian 
poet Aasmund O. Vinje, and the 150th anniversary of the death of Halfdan Kjerulf, who is regarded as the 
“father of Norwegian art song.”  

The festival will begin on Thursday, November 8, with a 7:30 p.m. concert of solo vocal music by Edvard 
Grieg, held in Krikac Auditorium. Dr. Darci Bultema and Dr. Marla Fogderud, both of the NSU voice 
faculty, will be joined by guest artists Dr. Paul Hindemith, baritone, and Mr. Keith Teepen, piano. Dr. 
Hindemith is a member of the voice faculty at Missouri Western University and was a past guest artist at 
NSU, performing as baritone soloist for Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana in April, 2014. Keith Teepen is a 
member of the piano faculty at the University of North Dakota and has appeared several times in 
collaboration with Marla Fogderud at NSU and elsewhere.  

The festival continues Friday, November 9 with a noon brown bag lunch and panel discussion with the 
performing artists, to be held in the rotunda of the Beulah Williams Library. This will be followed by a 
lecture on the life and work of poet Aasmund Vinje given by Dr. Fogderud at 1:00 p.m., also in the 
rotunda. The final event will be a second concert at 7:30 p.m. in Krikac Auditorium featuring Grieg’s 
choral masterwork, Fire Salmer, and Halfdan Kjerulf’s seminal work for men’s choir, Brudefærden i 
Hardanger. These will be performed by the NSU Chamber Choir under the direction of Dr. Timothy 
Woods. The concert will conclude with a selection of art songs by Kjerulf, performed by Drs. Bultema, 
Fogderud, and Hindemith, and Mr. Teepen.  

All events are free and open to the public. For further information, please contact Dr. Marla Fogderud at 
605-626-2255 or marla.fogderud@northern.edu.  


